Participant Questionnaire – follow-up to Working Group 4

It has been agreed with the members of Working Group 4 that the following option would go forward for further development: 

Option Group 1

One Gate Closure on TD-1 (TD-1 AM : EA1)

Additional Gate Closure on TD-1 (TD-1 PM : EA2)

Additional Gate Closure on TD (TD AM : WD1)

All Generator Units re-bidding
In order to develop this option, Participants are asked to consider and respond to the following questions:

1. Gate Closure Timings:

From a Market Operations perspective, the constraints are

(a) that WD1 be completed before EA1 of the next Trading day. 

(b) Market runs will take 90 minutes to complete (including publication). 

What are Participants’ preferred timings for the Gate Closures for EA1, EA2 and WD1, (bearing in mind the constraints above)? 
Preferred Timings for Gate Closures

WD1: 09:00 Production schedule available at 13:30 on D

EA1 : 10.30   Production schedule available at 16:00 D-1
EA2 : 18:00  Production schedule available at 22:30 on D-1

Given the restrictions detailed in this note, this is conclusion the ESBPG has reached.
WD1 at 09:00 allows visibility of events that occurred since previous gate closure including opening gas prices on D or change in plant conditions.
EA2 gate later in the day allows the opportunity to rebid if there was a significant change in fuel price or if plant mode of operation changed from combined cycle to open cycle or fuel mix of a plant changed.

A situation was looked at where the two gates on D-1 were close together so that a production schedule would be available early enough to be useful for gas markets but given the restrictions this did not seem feasible as WD1 would have to be at 07:00.
· 90 mins is required between WD1 and EA1 so that a market schedule is available as an input to EA1.
· At least two hours would be required between EA1 and EA2 to allow the principles of Intra day trading to be met. (90 mins for output of market schedule to be published and at least 30mins for interconnector user to analyse and re - submit )
If the two gates on D-1 were this close together, from a generator perspective there would be no advantage to having a second gate.

Please give a justification for your preference in each case. 

2. System Operational Schedules:
From a System Operations perspective, the constraints are:
(a) the first day ahead Operational Schedule takes 4 hours.

(b) Operational Schedules take 3 hours thereafter.
Bearing these in mind: 
(a) Do Participants require a production schedule in advance of the EA2 Gate Closure on  D-1? In the situation suggested above EA1 production schedule would required in advance of EA2. It is acknowledged that the production schedule from EA1 and EA2 could differ significantly  
(b) Do Participants require a production schedule in advance of 4pm on D-1?
Yes a production schedule would be required 
A production schedule is required by 4pm on D-1. It does not seem feasible to have the operations schedule from the EA2 gate closure prior to 4pm given the constraints on the length of time it takes to produce the market schedule and the operations schedule. 
Note: The Operational Schedule refers to the SO Operational Schedule run which is separate from the Market run. The Operational Schedule requires as input the MIUNs produced from the Market run, so the timing constraints of the two runs are cumulative (i.e. 90 mins for Market run plus 3 or 4 hours for Operational Schedule). 
Please give a justification in each case.
3. Offer submission
The following is proposed:

For EA1, bids will, as now, be applicable for the entire Optimisation Time Horizon pertaining to Trading Day D. 

For EA2, re-bidding will apply to the entire Optimisation Time Horizon pertaining to Trading Day D. 
For WD1, re-bidding will apply for a portion of the Trading Day D commencing in the afternoon/evening of Trading Day D. 

What is the start time/ Trading Period from which re-bidding should apply (e.g. should re-bidding in WD1 apply for the period 18:00 to 06:00)?
16:00 to 06:00
The peak should be included in the rebidding on WD1 to reflect the most up to date position in the market. 
Please give a justification for your preference. 

4. (P,Q) pairs 
For Interconnector Units who intend to submit offers in the EA2 and WD1 gates, do you require the full range of 10 (P,Q) pairs, or will a lower number e.g. 5  (P,Q) pairs suffice? 
(This will have implications for the design.)

Please give a justification for your preference. 

5. System security mitigation options:

What are Participants' views on the following security mitigation options presented in Working Group 4?:

a) Market scheduling where the market scheduling engine is modified to reflect generator parameters more accurately including Generation plant notice times and generation run up characteristics.- Extension of market optimization time horizon should also be considered
b) Interconnector ramp rates - Need to be restricted to something sensible so scale of swing is manageable for System Operators. This could be done by introducing  a constraint on an hourly basis (in addition to a MW/min ramp rate limit) 
c) Constraining interconnector flows for security

d) ATC changes – to give a consider response further understanding of would be required
e) Generator Flexibility Incentives – This would seem like a sensible option 
Please include a justification in your response.
