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RESPONSE FROM AES KILROOT POWER STATION

Participant Questionnaire – follow-up to Working Group 4

It has been agreed with the members of Working Group 4 that the following option would go forward for further development: 

Option Group 1

One Gate Closure on TD-1 (TD-1 AM : EA1)

Additional Gate Closure on TD-1 (TD-1 PM : EA2)

Additional Gate Closure on TD (TD AM : WD1)

All Generator Units re-bidding
In order to develop this option, Participants are asked to consider and respond to the following questions:

1. Gate Closure Timings:

From a Market Operations perspective, the constraints are

(a) that WD1 be completed before EA1 of the next Trading day. 

(b) Market runs will take 90 minutes to complete (including publication). 

What are Participants’ preferred timings for the Gate Closures for EA1, EA2 and WD1, (bearing in mind the constraints above)? 

AES bidding is performed by its Commercial Department, which operates on a normal working day basis.  Whilst Kilroot is primarily fuelled by Heavy Fuel Oil and/or Coal, there is little scope for fuel price change within day.  AES is mindful of all its’ operating plant and as such would welcome the opportunity to ensure sufficient time is available to ensure prudent construction of the applicable bids.  To ensure that all appropriate information regarding plant availability and fuel availability/pricing have been gathered and processed it would be acceptable that the earliest gate closure would be 10:00hrs (WD1).  EA1 could be at the same time however it would be prudent to allow some time to construct the bids.  The Market run can still take place after WD1 is complete.  Therefore EA1 would be 11:00hrs.  Given the stipulated constraints of Market runs and RCUC runs the earliest information on loading schedules would be eight and a half hours after WD1 gate closure.  Add an hour to analyse the outcome and construct new bids.  EA2 would be 18:30hrs.
2. System Operational Schedules:
From a System Operations perspective, the constraints are:
(a) the first day ahead Operational Schedule takes 4 hours.

(b) Operational Schedules take 3 hours thereafter.

Bearing these in mind: 

(a) Do Participants require a production schedule in advance of the EA2 Gate Closure on  D-1?

(b) Do Participants require a production schedule in advance of 4pm on D-1?
Note: The Operational Schedule refers to the SO Operational Schedule run which is separate from the Market run. The Operational Schedule requires as input the MIUNs produced from the Market run, so the timing constraints of the two runs are cumulative (i.e. 90 mins for Market run plus 3 or 4 hours for Operational Schedule). 
(a)
It would be preferable to have a loading schedule prior to EA2, as it would allow better fuel management.

(b)
The provision of a loading schedule prior to close of business is useful.  Taking the times from our answer to Q1 we would expect to see a loading schedule at 16:30hrs.  Should the RCUC run or Market run be shortened then this loading schedule could be provided at an earlier and more acceptable time.
3. Offer submission
The following is proposed:

For EA1, bids will, as now, be applicable for the entire Optimisation Time Horizon pertaining to Trading Day D. 

For EA2, re-bidding will apply to the entire Optimisation Time Horizon pertaining to Trading Day D. 
For WD1, re-bidding will apply for a portion of the Trading Day D commencing in the afternoon/evening of Trading Day D. 

What is the start time/ Trading Period from which re-bidding should apply (e.g. should re-bidding in WD1 apply for the period 18:00 to 06:00)?
AES Kilroot believe that 18:00hrs to 06:00hrs, being half the trading day, is an acceptable solution to this issue.
4. (P,Q) pairs 
For Interconnector Units who intend to submit offers in the EA2 and WD1 gates, do you require the full range of 10 (P,Q) pairs, or will a lower number e.g. 5  (P,Q) pairs suffice? 
(This will have implications for the design.)

It has been expressed throughout this work stream that all parties should be treated equally.  We welcome clarification on this item and how it allocates consistency to all parties
5. System security mitigation options:

What are Participants' views on the following security mitigation options presented in Working Group 4?:

a) Market scheduling where the market scheduling engine is modified to reflect generator parameters more accurately including Generation plant notice times and generation run up characteristics

b) Interconnector ramp rates

c) Constraining interconnector flows for security

d) ATC changes

e) Generator Flexibility Incentives

(a)
AES Kilroot would welcome the Market scheduling incorporating more realistic generator characteristics.
(b)
The Interconnector ramp rate should not be greater than the ramp down rate of any plant that it may be displacing in the Market.  Whilst it may be expected to provide load in an increasing demand, with multiple gate closures there is a possibility of replacing other generation.

(c)
Constraining I/C up or down is a matter for the TSOs, however it is prudent to ensure that the system has a balance of generation provision.  This already exists in SONI’s jurisdiction via the 3 generator rule.
(d)
No comment

(e)
This would require further examination although AES Kilroot would welcome the ability to provide the Market with additional services in line with its safe and economic running.
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